Governmentwide Food
Quality Assurance

Fruit and Vegetable Programs

Government Food Whentheyearly grocery bill addsupto $5billion, asit doesfor thefood service
Specifications programsfor the Federal Government’ shospitals, military installations, schools,
correctiona institutions, etc., thereismoreto shopping than just going to the market.
Thishugefood-buying operationinvolvesresearching, writing, and coordinating
hundredsof specificationsand running acomplex quality assuranceprogram, al to
ensurethat thefood productsproduced by the seller meet therequirementsof the
buyer--inthiscase, the Federa, State, andlocal governmentsand other interested

parties.

Background Until 1979, each government agency that bought food managed itsown food specifi-
cations. Thisproduced amaze of overlapping, incons stent, and complex specifica
tionsthat discouraged food producersfrom bidding on government contracts. To
bring order, clarity, and consistency to U.S. Government food purchases, the
Governmentwide Food Quality Assurance Programwasbegun. Since 1988, the
reorganized Food Quality Assurance Staff withinthe Agricultural Marketing Service' s
Fruit and V egetable Programshasbeen managing thiscomplex program.

The Program Thegoa of the Governmentwide Food Quality Assurance Programisto makesure
that the Federal Government buysitsfood asefficiently and economically aspossible
andto makesureit takesadvantage of theinnovationsand efficienciesof thecommer-
cia marketplace. Increasingly, these benefitsare a so being sought by Stateand local
government agenciesthat buy food.

TheFood Quality Assurance Staff managesthe governmentwide devel opment, revi-
sion, coordination, review, approval, cancellation, and eval uation of Commercial Item
Descriptions(CIDs) for food. ClDsares mplespecificationsthat designate prominent
characteristicsof theproduct, processors conformanceguarantees, and other require-
ments. They can beaccessed onthe I nternet at www.ams.usda.gov/fga/cids.htm.

I n cooperation with the Department of Defense, the Department of V eteransAffairs,
the Department of Agriculture’ sFarm Service Agency and Food and Nutrition Ser-
vice, aswell asother Federal and State Government agencies, the Food Quality
Assurance Staff determinesif adocument needsto be devel oped or revised, estab-
lishestimeframesto accomplish these obj ectives, and overseesthe processfrom start
tofinish. Thestaff alsomaintainsacentral fileof all food specificationsused by the
Federal Government.
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Prior to document approval, the Food Quality Assurance Staff reviewsClDsto
ensurethat document requirementsconformto applicablelaws, regulations, and
policies. After document approval, the Food Quality Assurance Staff arrangesfor
document indexing, printing, and distribution. Oncethedocument hasbeen used by
Federal and Stateagencies, thestaff monitorscontractual datato determineuse,
nonuse, or changesin requirementsof approved documents. Becauseof itscentral
roleinU.S. Government food specifications, the Food Quality Assurance Staff oftenis
theinitia contact point for both government andindustry inquiriesregarding ClDsand
quality assurance practicesand procedures.

Information TheFood Quality Assurance Staff publishesthe Governmentwide Food Quality
Assurance Program Interagency Functional Directory, whichisa“Who' sWho"
for Federa food activities. Copiesof thisdirectory and additional information regard-
ing the program are availablefrom the Food Quality Assurance Staff, Fruit and

V egetable Programs, Agricultural Marketing Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
1400 I ndependence Avenue, SW, Room 2506-S, Stop Code 0243, Washington, DC
20250-0243. Telephone: (202) 720-9939. FAX: (202) 690-0102. Internet:
www.ams.usda.gov/fv/fvqua.htm.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on
the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation,
and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice
or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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